The quality of performance of the fructosamine test.
The performance of fructosamine assays in 35 laboratories was assessed over a six month period in 1987. While agreement between laboratories was poor in the range expected in diabetic patients, most laboratories were internally consistent. The interlaboratory differences are largely attributed to the calibration methods used for this test. Fructosamine results from any one laboratory must not be interpreted by comparison with data from other laboratories or the literature. Other common biochemical tests were found to suffer from similar problems, but to a less serious extent.